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3.
have no basis in fac
Jack Ruby,

nor did we

2 Attachments, a/s

cc: DDCI

CONCUR:

-
e
LR

Chief, Counterintelligence Staff

. Iheocdors G. Shaclley
for

Deputy Director for Operations

o
To our knowledge the allegations in Subject article
7y

have relationship with

Clay Shaw or Lee Harvey Oswald.

Raymond A. Warren
; 2 ?5‘:271.: <
Date
Coa )
Date
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : Raymond A. Warren
Chief, Latin America Division

VIA : Deputy Director for Operations

SUBJECT : Citations from Robert Dietz Morrow's Bcecok,
"Betrayal' in "Midnight," a Weekly Tabloid,
entitled, "How CIA Plot to Kill Castro
Backfired" :

REFERENCE - : Memorandum for DCT from C/LA, Subject:
"Possible Accusations Against the CIA,"
Dated 31 July 1976

~

1. Attached is 'a copy of Subject article from the
2 August 1976 edition of the tabloid "Midnight."

2. Also attached is a copy of a 24 March 1976 memorandum
for the Deputy Director for Administration from the Director.
of Security relative to Robert Dietz Morrow. This memo
indicates that Mr. Morrow was granted a Secret contract
clearance in September 1962 for use by the Office’ of Commu-
nications which contracted with Morrow Products, Baltimore,
Maryland, to produce an adapter which would greatly reduce
interference on radio receivers. The adapter was delivered

.in February 1963 and found tc be worthless and the contract

was terminated. Subsequently, Morrow became involved with
Mario GARCIA Kohly and made. the plates from which Kohly
produced counterfeit Cuban pesos. Morrow and his wife,
Cecily, were arrested along -with Kohly by the Secret Service
cn 1 October 1963. At that time Morrow told the Secret
Service that he had become associated with a '"certain agent"
after building a2 device which he demonstrated to CIA.
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By HARRY ALTSHULER
MIDNIGHT Staff Writer

The CIA and Fide! Castro were

both beiting on the same agent
— and Castro wong

The CIA plotied to murder Cas-
t7o by using a Cuban agent
code-named Am/Lash, who
agreed to lead a coup to overturn
the Castro government.

But Am/Lash was adouble ogent,
A longtime faithiul pal of Casto,
named Rolando Cabelo, he took the X
CIA's muncy —and spilied its plans - B
ko Cantio’s car.

Inangry retadiation, Castio setup
the assissination of President John
F. Kennedy.,

That s the story — alieady fong-
Kknown o some Washangton circles
— behund the reopening of the fike
on JFK s murder,

But the truth may be even muore
complen. Now a former CLA opern-
tive, Robert 1. Morrow, has spitied

a dosen yeors of seerets into a confessponal book, **Be-
trayal,” published by the Henry Regnery Co.. Chicago.

Lee Harvey Oswald was not the assassin, Morrow as-
Sses.

Oswabil was just the chump set up to take the blume, while
the teal Rallers escaped.

According to Morrow, Osw ald was a small-time CIA ¢m-

ROBERT MORROW, former CIA man, holds
Mannhcher rifle he was ordered to buy before the,
assassination. Three men fired at JFK he claims.

CIA blamed Kennedy
for Bay Of Pigs failure.

'Kennedy
‘Was
Trying
To Get
Casiro,

Byt
Castro
Got To

Him First

—LBJ

playee, working underorders. He had noidea what i was all
about or where his own actions fitted injo the picturg,

A group inside the CIA itaclf, working closely with™is-
gruntled Cuban eailes. plotted the assasSination, suyS#¥or-
TOW.

Oswathl's boss was another CIA employee. Jach Ruby,
Ruby knew the scope of the plot and wanted no part of it,
But Ruby had a racket of his own on the side. Jdrig-running
from Cuba. It made him vilnerable to blackml

Ruby was the Dallas nightelub operator who walked up o
Oswald and, as the nation watched on TV, shot him at close o
range. Ruby toois now dead, but his cliim was he performed
the act oul of love for the dead President. Morrow says this
is the truth about Ruby:

He was ordered to liquidate Oswald, to keep his mouth
shut, and threatened with a jail sentence on a drug charge if
he hesitated. T :

What did the CLA cabal have agginat. JFR? Morrow ex-
plains the CIA group and its Cuban exile friends blamed
Kennedy for the Bay of igs invasion failure. And they
chau ged him with playing politics in the Cuban missile ¢risis,

1 our President and his brother sit on the missile infor-
mation. he won'tlive through his first term, ™ Morrow heard
from an inssder.

The CIA-Cuban exile plotters regarded JEK as 2 trntor.
They felt he wasn't ready enough to battle Castro, whom
they saw as a deadly menace to the U.S.

Their first plan was to ruin Castro by counterfeiting
Cuban currency to smash the economy. They were running
their counterfeiting operation with U S, government funds
and salarics, but naturally they had to keep it dark from the
White House.

Their secrecy succeeded oo well — for the Secret Serv-
ice broke in and arrested them as ordinary counterferters. |
Morow himself was handed a two-year sentence, sus-
pended, in connection with the scheme.

The insiders felt the White House had interfered with
their last hope — short of violence — of breaking Castro.

*If we can’t get Castro because of the President, we'lt Rt
the President first, so we can get at Castro,” one of them
warned Morrow. “u

The kingpin of the gioup,

JOHNSON refused to
spill any details.

assiin e ot

his book says, was Clay Shaw,
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ROLANDO CUBELO, almost a Castro lookalike

with the beard and cigar, wore his arm in a sling

as a result of wounds he received in the Presi-

dential Palace takeover in Havana on Castro's
behalf.

now dead. a New Orleans businessman who was a powerin
the CIA. Morrow guotes him as declaring: *“The assassina-
tion of a President may scem a monstrous act, but not if the
alternative is an America under communist rule...”

Long afterward, Shaw was indicted on a conspiracy
charge, and acquitted as innocent,

But meanwhile. us Morrow tells it, the plot weni ahead.
Oswald was picked as the fall guy, to be fod to the police
while the men who uctually fired the shots in Dallas that
Nov, 22 got away. )

This part of the story fits in with recent Senate intells-
gence Committee revelations of two Cuba-connected fugi-
tives following the assassination, One fled Texas for Mexico
the same day, and a Cuba-bound airliner was held back tilt
he scrambled aboard.

. The other reached Mexico the following day. and was
immediately lown out 10 Cuba on an airliner with no other
pussengers.

. According to Morrow, these were the men with Mann-
licher rifles similur to the one Oswald owned, who fired at
the President from hidden vastage paints. The explanation
that there was more than one man firing accounts for the
puzzling profusion of wounds. e

tf the truth was known or suspected in Washington, why
has it been o long coming into the oapen? .

Current talk 1n the nation's capital is that the first ones to
realize Custro’s involvement had 5
were openly accused,
his buacker, Russin —
whole world dreaded.

So they kept quict — even the man in the White House,
Lyndon B..Johnson.

News commentator Howard K. Smith hits now revealed a
confidential conversution with Johnwon. long ago.

S tell you somcthing about kennedy's murder that will
rock you,” Johnvon confided, *‘hennedy was trying to get
Cn\.qu. hut Castro got to him first.”

Smith admits, 1 was rocked all right. | begged for details.,
but he refused, saying it will all come out some day.”

True enough, there huve been rumors for years, in MID-
NIGHT and clewhere, despite the massive efforts to bury
mvestigation under the Wairen Report,

The CIA und the FBI were naltrally reluctant to fet the
wothd find out they hid been booby-trapped by a double

tt would lead to a confrontation with
possibly the nuclear holocaust the

A agent,

Phey didn’t even want 1o think about the truth — that it

§ was the ¢ IA Plottng aganst Castio that fed o the death of
E the Amcncan Piesdent

That was why the ( 14

. and the I+ Bl kept seerets fiom the
Winien Conunsion

and even fwled to follow up leads for
what they might leam,

a terrible fear that of he™
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- " 'Axsocm«}}’r:” ERE AL
Contracy io-swom Leat:mony, Lh°
‘CIA ouce considered using presiden- -
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald asa
source - of “intelligence . information.:
about the Soviet Union, according to .
anewly released CIA dccument._. .

In sworn teatx":ony before - the
Warren - Commission, . former_-CI AL
Diractor Richard, Helms said the-.
szency never had, or evea conterm-”
p‘a‘*d any contacts with Oswald,

‘The newly released document,
written by an unidentified CIA officer
thres days =fter President John F.
Kennedy was killed i in Dallas on Nov. :
.22, 1863, says that **we showed intel- -

“services, testified _under-oath -that

[
lizeace mte‘eat\ in Osw.ﬂd and’ dxs——;
cussed - . . th° l va on of mtar-
views.”” 3 p 4

. The 11nxd°nuu°d -officer adac*d *oab E
1 do “.ot ‘now what actmn d-‘*vexoned :

I’I{_’I \‘IEHO ‘S"Ab AMO\ZG th»
dt“d of pages: of. documents. from*
the CIA’s file-on'Lee Haryey Oswald. -
“The ‘material wasireleased ‘to.The",
‘Associated . Press vesterday - under;
‘the Freedom of Inforination Act, -7

oA second 2document -reveals. that-
“former “CIA. Director Allen DLHB:,,.
{‘while .serving as.a member:of the-

Warren Conrmssum prxvatnly coun

answer guestions-from .the coramis--
sion about allegaiions, that OSv,a!di
wasa CIA agente. 5. o futneme e » 35

Dulles "tboug"n ; hn"uage “which
made it _clear. that Lee Harvey Os--
wald was never an employe or ageat.
of CIA would sufiice,” an unidenti-
fied CI4 officer wrote Helms in Apnl
1954, . e CE I

“I agres with.} him that a (,areuulj
.phrased deaial of the-charges of in-
volveraznt vxtu Oswald scemed most
appropriz .c ".the umdpnuued uilicer.

, ﬁd ‘:.d 5-1'.'.: T e e

he

mxssxon in May 1994, helms then
"head of. the “agency's. clandestine

- Pthere’s no imaterial in-the-Central
lnuellxgence Agency,’ either .in ‘the
-records o in the mind of any of the’
_individuals;that there. was any con-
“tact had or even vomtemplated thn"
OJWKI(‘L . .

.c',’\sOV. 196.., rierao erplaxm
that the agency's interest in Oswald
as a. potemxal intelligence source was
_due:to. h “unnsual behavior in the
USSR, to whxch he had def"ctcd in-
A58 T L e Ll PAAReRS
: 0 We were parhcu!arly mterested

n the (lemed) Oswald might pro--
“vide on the Minsk factory in which he
ihad been employed, on certain sec--
“tions.of the cxt,,r itsell, and of course-
:We thougnt.the usual {deleted) that
“might h"In develop (deleted) person~
: ahty dossx°rs,” the memo states.- :
L xThe memo-indicates.that Oswald.

,q_;,.

;was also of. interest to.the, CIA, be-'i

cause~o; CQ_I:C&Z‘H that hxs Rt_ssxan—f

P .xx

22 el

boru wxf “Farina, mlaiu have been
‘part of a ‘trend for Sowet women {o
mary fore:'-vners, leave the couniry

‘and setile overseas v.here they coulu
Ser‘lo aa sme.».
LS .

s rgia

CTHE ul.m’() ADCUL tbe cgency s
:mter st"in>Oswald said the:discus-
sions about Oswald occurred “some-
time in ‘summer. 1960.” The author!
continued: *I'don’t recallif this wass
discussed while Oswald and his fami-
ly were en route to our country orif 1t
was after theu‘arrwal
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H. Waller
Inspector General
SUBJECT : Washington Star Story, 1 October 1976
1. This is for your information only.

2.

On 1 October 1976 the Washington Star published a.news

story with an Associated Press credit line, headlined CIA
Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy aitached). The

lead stated:

Contrary to sworn testimony, the CIA once con-
sidered using presidential assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald as a source of intelligence information
about the Soviet Union, according to a newly
released CIA document,

In sworn testimony before the Warren Commission,
former CIA Director Richard Helms said the
Agency never had "or even contemplated't any
contacts with Oswald.,

The news story, in another section, made the following
statement:

The November 25, 1963, memo explained that
the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential
intelligence source was due to his "unusual
behavior in the USSR, ! to which he had defected
in 1959.

poon o - e T s 1r o PR
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3, There was such a memorandum, written by a case
officer then stationed in Paris, recently released under FOIA,
Writing three days after President Kennedy's assassinatiop,
this case officer recalled that there had been interest in Oswald,

As soon as I had heard Oswald!s name, I recalled
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed .-~
sometime in the summer of 1960 -~ with the then
Chief and Deputy Chief of the 6 Research Section
the laying on of interview {s) through KUJUMP or
other suitable channels . . .

I remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the
USSR had struck me from the moment I had read
the first ODACID dispatch on him, and I told my
subordinates something amounting to '"Don't push
too hard to get the information we need, because
this individual looks odd. " -

e o o » 1do not know what action developed there-
after o ® L] -

4, The Helms testimony before the Warren Commission
on this subject was as follows:

Mr, Helms., On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all

our records searched to see if there had been

any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy's
assassination by anyone in the Central ]’ntelligence’
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our
card files and our personal files and all our records.

Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition
I got in touch with those officers who were in positions
of responsibility at the times in question to see if
anybody had any recollection of any contact having
even been suggested with this man. This also turned
out to be negative, so there is no material in the
Central Intelligence Agency, either in the records or
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was

any contact had or even contemplated with him.
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5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the
news story -- 'or even contemplated.' But the context of
those words was what was reported to him as the result of
a search of records and memories. To this day those
familiar with the extensive Oswald records state that there
is no reflection in those records that anyone even undertook
to propose or approve a contact with Oswald. It would have
been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did
not progress to formal action. ¥rom the memorandum
quoted, it is apparent that someone at Branch level did think
about it, even if nothing ever came of it. This hardly con-
stitutes a responsible or official or serious ""contemplation'
of the idea. Mr. Helms' full statement on this point seems
literally correct in the full context of his statement, although
more refined qualifications might have reiterated the basis
for his conclusions. The news story is misleading on this_
point.

6. -The news story statement that Oswald was considered
due to his '"unusual behavior in the USSR, ' is exactly the
opposite of the statements of the quoted memorandum, which
reported the care that should be used if Oswald were approached,
because of his strange conduct.

7. The statement in the news story about Mr. Dulles
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questions
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this
counselling will depend on the interpreter. The inference of
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to reinforce
the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms.

/—xL ,/z// /

e John H, Waller
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As Stated
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